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Covering
1) What the EPA does.

2) What HS Compliance does.

3) Transitional requirements.  

4) SDS and labelling requirements.

5) Key messages.
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We are New Zealand’s national 

environmental regulator: 

protecting our environment, 

enhancing our way of life and 

the economy
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From jumping spiders to sea burials

• We assess the risks of bringing new organisms into New 
Zealand.

• We regulate and control the use of hazardous chemicals and 
materials. 

• We also set the rules around a variety of activities from marine 
activities in our offshore waters to protecting the ozone layer. 
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Hazardous substances and the EPA

• Hazardous substances are any chemical, or mixture of chemicals, 

that meets hazardous classification criteria. 

• Hazardous substances need to be approved before they can be used in 

New Zealand.

• The EPA is responsible for the setting of controls for an approved 

substance.
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Hazardous Substances Compliance

• December 2017 – amendments to HSWA.

• New Enforcement Powers.

• Importers and Manufacturers – SDS, Labelling, Packaging.

• Oversight Function – section 99.

• Section 97 Agencies – improving inter-connectedness.

• Demonstrating compliance.
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HS Compliance Inspection Programme

• Focuses on importers and manufacturers.

• Categories based on group standards and substances requiring 

individual approval. 

• Inspection priority groups determined according to risk.

• Site based inspections.
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HS Inspection Programme- challenges

• Awareness of and compliance with HS regulatory requirements.

• Difficulties identifying duty holders as approval system substance 

based.

• Transitional regulatory regime.

• Confusion between regulatory frameworks
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EPA Notices Transition Requirements

Individual Approvals issued 
before 1 Dec 2017

Individual Approvals issued 
after 1 Dec  2017

Substances in Group 
Standard Approvals

Disposal Notice
Immediate on re-issue of 
Approval

Immediately from date of 
the approval

1 December 2017

HPC Notice
Some specified clauses from 
1 Dec 2017*

Labelling Notice

2-4 years from date of re-
issue of Approval

1 December 2021
SDS Notice

Packaging Notice
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SDS- what compliance looks like  

• Transition period –

• Any “new’ substances (assigned to individual approval) the SDS 

Notice applies now. 

• Any other substance (group approval or individual approval 

granted before Dec 2017) a transition period applies.

• Duties placed on Importer/ Manufacturer and Supplier to ensure 

compliance. (Clause 5,6).

• Alternative compliance (Clause 9,10).

• Exclusions (Sections 1, 2 and 15).
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SDS Compliance - the EPA Approach

1) Assistance with SDS development:

• Not technical/chemical consultants.

• We are able to refer them to guidance on the website on how to 

meet requirements.

2) Where non-compliance is reported to us about an SDS: 

• We address the potential non-compliance with the primary duty 

holder.

• Require a review and amendment if appropriate.
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Labelling – What is Changing

• Combines a number of rules currently spread across different sets 

of regulations.

• Based on Globally Harmonised System of Classification (GHS).

• Additional information required for pesticides.

• Transition period.

• Alternative Compliance (clause 30-32).
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Takeaways

• Transition Period presents challenges but provides 
opportunities too.

• Chance to future proof.

• Consistency and accuracy of information, a key tool in 
ensuring compliance. 

• Interagency inter-connectedness in new regime 
essential. 

• Any queries can be directed to 
hscompliance@epa.govt.nz
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Questions?



For more information contact:

General enquiries 

Phone +64 4 916 2426 Fax +64 4 914 0433

info@epa.govt.nz


